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1 The purpose of the visit was to attend the annual Conference of the Methodist
..... Church, Upper Myanmar, which took place at the Myanmar Theological College,
H\ Mandalay. During the course of that visit to | was to participate in the consultation
“ws 0 0On the reformation of the Methodist Church, Upper Myanmar, especially as relates
W//l to conversations at and subsequent to the All Partners Consultation which took
o place in London in July 2010. A second purpose of the visit was to deliver a
A
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Presidential Pectoral Cross as a gift from the Methodist Church in Britain to the
President of the Methodist Church, Upper Myanmar.

During the week in which the annual Conference was due to begin, the Methodist
Church, Upper Myanmar, held a number of preparatory Committee meetings. These meetings enablddpth
reflection upon a variety of aspects of the work of the church. | attended the meeting of the Scholarship

Committee and was interested to see the care with which applications for permission to apply for scholarships

- from the SALT programme were dealt with. | attended a
meeting that was for the management of the work of the
y Nationals in Mission Appointments that are funded by the
Methodist Church in Britain. These projects enable work with
HIV/AIDS victims and also Includes a project which enables
& care and support of elderly people. The young people of the
church met together in the Youth Conference. After their
meeting | met with the representatives of the youth who
expressed a wish to have a relationship with the British
Methodist Youth Conference. | met with the Conference of
Methodist Women in Myanmar who are awaiting news of their incorporation into the World Federation of
Methodist and United/Uniting Women. Other preparatory meetings enabled discussion of the wider work df
mission in the church, the work of theological education and ministerial formation, and the financial structure
of the church.

The Consultation on the Church began with the presentation of the gift of
the Presidential Pectoral Cross. Then the Rev Zaw Win Aung, President jof
the Methodist Church, Upper Myanmar, outlined the story of the church to
date. He recognised that the first missionaries came to Upper Myanmar
' with the MMS as chaplain to the British Army in 1887. Throughout the
1990s the church struggled with a number of challenges, including a
theological division which led to a group leaving the church. By the end qf
the decade and into the new Millennium, the Methodist Church, Upper
Myanmar turned itself round and was feeling much more confident. In
2010 the MCUM and the brealaway group were enabled by the Myanmar

consultation on the reformation and revitalising of the church. | gave the
second keynote paper at the consultation and helped the church to refleqt
upon the AII Partnersd Consultat
especially talked about the natury
Gospel gives us two mission imperative® to serve those in need (Matthew
25:31-46) and to make disciples (Matthew 28: 180).

| Council of Churches to make peace. Now, in 2011, the church is holding |its
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The church has set itself the target of becoming financially sslipporting within the next five to ten years.

Whilst it is a realistic proposition for some of the Districts, for others it feels to be an aspiration that is a gree
challenge. Some members of the church in Myanmar believed that the Methodist Church in Britain is plann
to walk away from the relationship with them. | had to work hard at telling them that we have relationships
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partner churches all over the world and that each of those relationships is a different expression. | encouraged

the people in Myanmar to recognise that although our relationship may change in expression we do intend
remain in partnership with them.

I took part in the Conference Ordination Service on Sunday 20 Mard
six men and two women were ordained to presbyteral ministry. | me
with representatives of each of the Districts in the Methodist Church
and heard a little of their hopes and dreams. | met with
representatives of the YMCA who are partners with the church in th
work. | also visited the Buddhist monastery &haung Daw Oo in
Mandalay, which is the base for one of the HIV/AIDS projedtsnet
with the Principal and staff of the Myanmar Theological College. Th
are awaiting news of the results a recent accreditation visit and are
eagerly getting ready to begin to teach a new MTh course. | was
shown the huge pile of books which had been bought with a grant
from the Methodist Church in Britain and was given photographs of
the paddy field which had been purchased, again with a grant from
the Methodist Church in Britain. The priority of the theological colleg
over the next few years is to upgrade faculty members qualifications
aiming to get as many of them as possible up to PhD standatd.
received a report on the various works of relief that the church had
engaged in - responding to cyclones, droughts and floods. The

Methodist Church works in partnership with a consortium of Christian,

Buddhist and NGO aid agencies, when engaged in the relief work. T
people of Myanmar have sent a gift to the people of Japan following
the Tsunami and planned an inter faith prayer meeting for the victim
of the disaster. On my last night in Myanmar the country suffered a
serious earthquake. The epicentre was in the east, on the border wi

Laos and Thailand. At the time of writing this report there were repof

of over 100 people having been killed. The Methodist Church, Uppe
Myanmatr, is responding to the needs of those affected by this
tragedy.

On the way back out of Myanmar | travelled back to Yangon where
met with the Yangon Circuit of the Methodist Church, Upper Myanm
They meet in the upper portion of an old building. It is becoming
increasingly dilapidated and they are worried that it may be declarec

unsafe i so making them homeless. The time with the leaders of the

Circuit included their telling me about the work that they are engage
upon with victims of HIV/AIDS. The specific project in Yangon is a
self-help group for those who suffer from HIV/AIDS which is funded
locally by the members of the group operating a small handicraft
business.Whilst in Yangon | made a visit to the Myanmar Council of]
Churches. The visit coincided with their Council meeting and so my
meeting with Saw Shwe Lin, General Secretary of MCC, was short.
Saw expressed his frustration that his major do
terms of development projects. He would like to help the churches to develop their spiritual life, but struggle
to get funding for such projects. He believes that it is about the church being the church, as well as being a
agent for disaster relief and social support.
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